
The 
GUILLOTINE 

AT WORK 

Twenty Years of Terror in Russia 
(Data and Documents) 

by 
G. P. M A X I M O F F 

The Chicago Section of the 
Alexander Berkman Fund 

A Non-Profit Organisation 

2422 N. HALSTED ST. CHICflGO, ILL. 

IP40 



Translated from Russian 

Copyright 1940 by G. P. MaximoFf 

Printed in the United States of America 

All rights reserved. No part of this book 
may be reproduced in any form without the 
permission of the Chicago' Section of the 
Alexander Berkman Fund. 

GLOBUS PRINTING COKPOKATION 
1939-41 West North Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois <<^^^S66 



Publisher s Preface 

The March revolution subverted the power of the Romanovs 
and settled accounts with the Tzarist regime. In one day mon
archist Russia became transformed into the freest country in 
the world. The Tzar's prisoners were immediately released 
from the prisons and penal servitude, and brought back from 
places of exile. The prisons became deserted. N o one thought 
they would soon be filled again with politicals. The various 
societies to aid the political prisoners and exiles, the so-called 
Red and Black Crosses, were dissolved in Russia itself as well 
as abroad where political emigrants held it a duty to organize 
material and moral aid to their more unfortunate comrades 
and brothers languishing in the Tzar's numerous torture 
chambers. 

However, those sanguine hopes were soon brought to an 
end. They faded before they had come to flower. The October 
upheaval brought Russia to a one-party dictatorship, the dicta
torship of the Bolshevik party, which unwarrantedly called it
self "the dictatorship of the proletariat". In the name of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and under the pretense of its in
terests, this party unloosed a campaign of terror against any op
position. The bourgeois parties were outlawed; the socialist 
parties—the Social-Democrats and the Social-Revolutionists— 
were dubbed "entente agents" and "tuft hunters of the counter
revolution." The next logical step was to hound those parties, 
to suppress their papers, to arrest and expel their members 
from the Soviets. As the civil war swept on, all non-Bolshevik 
elements were dubbed "petty-bourgeois and counter-revolution
ary elements". Right and Left Social-Revolutionists, Social-
Democrat of all shades. Maximalists, Anarchists of every ten
dency—all were placed in the same category of "counter-revolu
tionists". A campaign of slandering and baiting was launched 
against such "counter-revolutionists". 

















Author''s Preface 

Having something to do directly, and indirectly, with the 
work of aiding the political prisoners in Russia, having taken 
part in the organizing and reorganizing of various Aid Societies, 
I collected quite a number of documents of the highest authen
ticity and trustworthiness. Part of this material, arranged in 
chronological order in accordance with the explanatory notes, 
went into the second part of this book "The Guillotine At 
Work" which we now place before the Tribunal of Public 
Opinion. 

T h e sources used in making up this book were: 1) Part 
of the archives of the Provisional Executive Bureau of All-Rus-
sian Anarcho-Syndicalist Confederation, which I succeeded in 
taking out with me when deported from Russia; 2) A small 
number of hitherto unpublished letters of political exiles which 
I have in my possession; 3) Part of the archives of the 
Foreign Bureau for the Setting U p of an All-Russian Anarcho-
Syndicalist Confederation; 4) Documents published in the for
eign press: "Der Syndicalist," Berlin; "L'Antorcha," Buenos 
Aires. (The documents came from Russia and its various pris
ons, and the author of these lines took part in the writing or 
the sending out of these documents) ; 5) Bulletins of the Aid 
Committee in which letters of the political prisoners and exiles 
appeared. T h e originals of most of those letters were turned 
over to the Amsterdam International Institute of Social His
tory. A collection of those bulletins is in the possession of 
the Russian Foreign Archives in Prague. 

Those bulletins are the following: a) "Bulletin of the Joint 
Committee for the Defense of Revolutionists imprisoned in 
Russia", Berlin, 1925; b) "Bulletin of the Relief Fund of the 
I. W. M. A. for Anarchists and Anarcho-Syndicalists, impris-
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oned or exiled in Russia," Berlin, 1926-32; c) "The Interna
tional Workingmen's Ass'n Russian Aid Fund", 1932, and a 
few others. 6) "Golos Troudovogo Krestianstva" (The Voice 
of the Toiling Peasantry), the organ of the All-Russian Central 
Executive Committee of the Peasant Section of the Soviets; 
7) "Znamia Trouda" (The Banner of Labor) , the organ of 
the Central Committee of the party of the Left Social-Revolu-
tionists-Internationalists; 8) The Publications of the Russian 
Anarchists: a) "Golos Ananchista" (The Voice of the Anar
chists), Ekaterinoslav, 1918; b) "Nabat" (The Alarm) th^ 
organ of the Confederation of Anarchist Organizations of 
Ukraine, 1919; c) "Guliaypolsky Nabat ," Guliay-Polie, 1919; 
d) "Kharkovsky Nabat ," Kharkov, 1919; e) "Odessky Na
bat," Odessa, 1918; f) "Universal," Moscow, 1921; g) "Po-
chin," a co-operative sheet, Moscow, 1923; 9) The foreign 
publications of the Russian Anarchists and Industrialists, in 
which the news of the Information Bulletin appeared: 
"Amerikanskiye Izvestia," New York, 1921-24; "Volna," 
U . S. 1921-24; "Golos Truzenika," weekly paper of Russian 
branch of the LW.W. , Chicago, 1919-1924; "Golos Tru
zenika," monthly magazine, the organ of the Russian 
branch of the L W. W., Chicago, 1925-28; "Golos Truda ," 
Buenos Aires, 1921-30; "Rabochy Put ," Berlin, 1923; 
"Anarchichesky Viestnik," Beriln, 1923-24; "Dielo Trouda ," 
Paris-Chicago,New York, 1925-38, and many other pub
lications; 10) "Sotzialistichesky Viestnik," the organ of 
the Foreign Delegation of the Russian Social-Democratic-
Workers Party, Berlin-Paris, 1921-38; 11) "Znamia Borby," 
the organ of the Foreign Delegation of the Party of Left 
Social-Revolutionists, Berlin, 1923-29. 12) A number of 
other press sources, which cannot be listed here. 

T h e present work aims not only to arouse interest in the 
fate of the political prisoners in Soviet Russia, but to give the 
impetus to the study of government terror in the Russian rev
olution, its origin, causes, character, objectives, and consequenc
es in the various fields of life, economic, political, cultural, as 
well as its effect upon the psychology of the Russian people. 
True, an exhaustive and adequate study of this problem is im
possible, since the basic material bearing upon this problem 
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is to be found in Russia and cannot be made accessible to the 
research worker. But by now there has already accumulated 
abroad much valuable material in the party archives, and in the 
archives of the various societies to aid political prisoners. T h e 
publication of this material in the collected form of a book, 
would lay the basis for an exhaustive study of the problem. 

I shall consider my aim accomplished if other groupings 
and factions within the Russian Socialist movement follow 
our example. I shall feel highly gratified if the documents 
presented in this book arouse the interest of British and Amer
ican students and research workers, and especially so if it will 
arouse a lively interest on the part of the British and American 
public toward the fate of all political prisoners and exiles in 
the U . S. S. R. 
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ALEXANDER BERKMAN 
Founder ol Russian Aid Fund. Died in 1936 in Nice, France 





PART ONE 

The Sources of the Russian 
Terror 

{The Torquemada, Loyola, Machiavelli and Robespierre of the 
Russian Revolution). 





CHAPTER I 

LENIN'S ROAD TO POWER 

The great Russian Revolution of 1917-21 was at first a 'bloodless' 
revolution. Nothing presaged at first that it would become most 
bloody in character and that by its senseless cruelty and inhumanity 
it would soon, as such, occupy the first place in the history of 
humanity. This turn of the Russian Revolution toward inhumanity, 
toward unrestrained and senseless bloodshed and destruction of human 
life is one of the historic paradoxes, for the basic trait in the 
character of the Russian people—that is, of the working masses— 
is kindness, humanness, love toward their fellow-being. This is shown 
even in the attitude toward criminals, who were always regarded by 
the Russian people as "unfortunates." Russian criminal law was 
doubtless one of the most humane in the world and it precluded 
capital punishment for common crimes. Only revolutionists were 
executed by the Tzar's government. Hardly any other literature 
was imbued as much as the Russian literature with the spirit of 
humanism, with the feeling of love and respect toward man. Russian 
Socialism, notwithstanding its tactic of revolutionary terror applied 
toward the Tzar's government, was never bloodthirsty, terroristic and 
inhumane. It never viewed society as a disciplined batallion, never 
lost sight of the living personality with its needs and interests. The 
Socialism of Chernishevsky, Bakunin, Lavrov, Kropotkin and Mikhay-
lovsky was based upon the ideas of individual freedom, of regional 
and communal federalism, and it was this kind of Socialism that 
always prevailed in Russia. Jacobinism, with its terror and centra
lization, all the great influence of the French revolution notwith
standing, was never successful in Russia, and spokesmen of Russian 
Jacobinism—like Tkachev, for instance—^never found themselves in 
the main stream of Russian Socialism, never exercised a noteworthy 
influence upon the latter. In a word, Russian Socialism was distin
guished by its libertarian and progressive character. 

Reactionary notes began to sound in Russian Socialism with the 
appearance upon the Russian soil of political Marxism, which, to 
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